Draught Documentation for Royal Navy WWII keyed data

	Header Record

	COLUMNS
	#CHARACTERS
	DESCRIPTION


	KEYING INSTRUCTIONS



	1
	1
	Header Record indicator
	1 = header record. 2 = data records. 

One header record per logbook.  

	2-7
	6
	Logbook number
	

	8-27
	20
	Ship Name
	

	28-30
	3
	Ship type
	Ship Type                    Abbreviation ID

Cruiser                                     C

Battleship                                 BTL

Aircraft Carrier                          AC

Accommodation Ship               AS

Armed Merchant Ship/Cruiser  AMC

Depot Ship                               DS

Submarine Depot                     SD

Escort Vessel                           EV

Base Ship                                 BAS

Submarine                                SUB

Air Transport Vessel                 ATV

Aircraft Carrier Escort               ACE

Survey Ship                              SS

Battle Cruiser                            BC

Aircraft Carrier Assault              ACA  

Aircraft Carrier Light Fleet         ACL

Anti Aircraft Ship/Cruiser          AAS

Signals                                      S

Mine Sweeper                           MS

Destroyer                                  D

Mine Layer                                ML

Sloop                                        SL

Sea Plane Carrier                     SPC

The contractor may have added new ship types not on the current list to the list above along with a unique abbreviated ID.  At the end of keying on this task the updated list shall be provided back to NCDC to complete the documentation.

	31-36
	6
	Tonnage
	


Data Record

	COLUMNS
	#CHARACTERS
	DESCRIPTION


	KEYING INSTRUCTIONS



	1
	1
	Data Record Indicator
	2

	2-7
	6
	Logbook number
	

	8-9
	2
	Microfilm sequence number
	logbook‘s page number 

	10-11
	2
	day of the month
	DD

	12-13
	2
	Month
	MM 

	14-17
	4
	Year
	yyyy

	18
	1
	Departure Port
	Flag field indicating if there is a departure port listed. 

D if there is a port name, blank if no port indicated


	19
	1
	Arrival Port
	Flag field indicating if there is an arrival port listed. 

A if there is a port name, blank if no port indicated. If ‘on patrol’ is written, field will be blank.

	20-39
	20
	‘At’ port
	port that ship is anchored at

	40-41
	2
	Hour
	hh –first 2 digits of the hour corresponding to weather observations and lat/lon observations.eg 0400 = 04

	42-44
	3
	Wind direction (true)
	Can be 1-3 characters, eg. ENE or E, or SW. 
Calm = C, Variable = V

	45-46
	2
	Wind force (0-12)
	Beaufort scale

	47-49
	3
	Weather 
	see Beaufort notation table for reference included in the additional information section

	50-51
	2
	Visibility
	visibility in miles

	52-53
	2
	Sea and swell
	See the Douglas Sea and Swell table for reference included in the additional information section 

	54-58
	5
	Barometric Pressure
	Decimal implied. Usually Mb, sometimes inches. If inches, first column will be an indicator field Eg. If the value is 30.47, will read i3047. Otherwise, 54-56 is whole mb, 57-58 is tenths and hundredths

	59
	1
	minus sign
	If the Dry bulb air temperature is negative, minus sign will appear here.

	60-63
	4
	Air Temperature – Dry bulb
	position 63 reserved for tenths. Decimal implied

	64
	1
	minus sign
	If the wet bulb air temperature is negative, minus sign will appear here.

	65-68
	4
	Air Temperature – wet bulb
	position 68 reserved for tenths. Decimal implied

	69-71
	3
	Sea Temperature 
	position 71 reserved for tenths. decimal implied

	72
	1
	minus or plus sign
	If the zone time has a plus or minus sign associated with it, it will appear here

	73-74
	2
	Zone time in whole hours kept at noon
	If BST (British Summer Time) has been entered into the Zone time,  BS will be written, if BDST (British Double Summer Time) has been entered BD will appear. Zone time will only be noted adjacent to the 1200 hrs observation time, once per day. If the ship is in port (no lat/long entries), zone time will still be entered at 1200 hrs if there are weather observations for some portion of the day.



	75
	1
	Fraction of hour of the time zone
	In most cases this field will be blank filled. If off ½ hour there will be a 2.  If it is 3/4 of an hour = 3, and if off 1/4 hour = 4 into this field.

	76-79
	4
	Latitude
	DDMM 

	80
	1
	Hemisphere
	N or S

	81-85
	5
	Longitude
	DDDMM

	86
	1
	Hemisphere
	E or W

	87
	1
	Position Method
	It is either Fixed or Dead Reckoning.  F or D

	88-92
	5
	Distance Run or Total Distance through the Water (surface)
	entered on the 0800 observations only (unless there is no weather ob for this time, in which case it will appear adjacent to another time) - daily totals of distance run. 

	93-97
	5
	Distance Run or Total Distance on main motors (surface)
	Submarines only.  This is the distance run on the surface using the main motors (batteries).  This is an extension of the information above so it is keyed on the same observational time (one entry per day).  

	98-102
	5
	Distance Run or Total Distance Submerged
	Submarines only. An extension of the above two fields. 

Keyed on the same observation time, one entry per day.

	103
	1
	Comments
	Enter code “c” if the barometer field contains a comment (eg barometer replaced).


Tilde means there is an entry on the form, but it is illegible.
Additional Information:
Beaufort Notation possibly used in the ‘Weather’ output field:

	Weather 
	Beaufort letter
	Weather
	Beaufort letter

	Blue sky (0-2/8 clouded)
	b
	Overcast (unbroken cloud-covering sky)
	o

	Sky partly clouded (3-5/8 clouded)
	bc
	Passing showers
	p  P

	Cloudy (6-8/8 clouded)
	c
	Squally weather
	q  Q

	Drizzle
	d D
	Rain
	r  R

	Wet air (without precipitation)
	e
	Sleet (rain and snow together)
	rs  RS

	Fog
	f F
	Snow
	s  S

	Gale
	g G
	Thunder
	t  T

	Hail
	h H
	Thunderstorm with rain
	tlr  TLR

	Precipitation in sight of ship or station
	jp  JP
	Thunderstorm with snow
	tls   TLS

	Line squall
	kq  KQ
	Ugly threatening sky
	u

	Storm of drifting snow
	ks  KS
	Unusual visibility
	v

	Sandstorm or duststorm
	kz  KZ
	dew
	w  

	Lightning
	l  L
	hoar frost
	x  X

	Mist
	m  M
	dry air
	y

	
	
	dust haze
	z  Z


Douglas Sea and Swell Scale used in the sea output field and the swell output field.

	
	low
	low
	low
	moderate
	moderate
	moderate
	heavy
	heavy
	heavy
	

	sea     swell
	no swell

0 
	short or 

average

1
	long

2
	short

3
	average

4
	long

5
	short 

6
	average

7
	long

8
	confused 

swell

9

	0 calm
	00
	01
	02
	03
	04
	05
	06
	07
	08
	09

	1 smooth
	10
	11
	12
	13
	14
	15
	16
	17
	18
	19

	2 slight
	20
	21
	22
	23
	24
	25
	26
	27
	28
	29

	3 moderate
	30
	31
	32
	33
	34
	35
	36
	37
	38
	39

	4 rough
	40
	41
	42
	43
	44
	45
	46
	47
	48
	49

	5 very rough
	50
	51
	52
	53
	54
	55
	56
	57
	58
	59

	6 high
	60
	61
	62
	63
	64
	65
	66
	67
	68
	69

	7 very high
	70
	71
	72
	73
	74
	75
	76
	77
	78
	79

	8 precipitous
	80
	81
	82
	83
	84
	85
	86
	87
	88
	89

	9 confused
	90
	91
	92
	93
	94
	95
	96
	97
	98
	99


Wind direction tables

a) acceptable entries for wind direction

	Entry
	Meaning

	N
	North

	S
	South

	E
	East

	W
	West

	NE
	Northeast

	NW
	Northwest

	SE
	Southeast

	SW
	Southwest

	WSW
	West Southwest

	WNW
	West Northwest

	NNW
	North Northwest

	NNE
	North Northeast

	ENE
	East Northeast

	ESE
	East Southeast

	SSE
	South Southeast

	SSW
	South Southwest

	C
	Calm

	V
	Variable


Wind direction table 

b) If operator sees:

	
	Insert Instead

	Wly
	W

	Nly
	N

	Sly
	S

	Ely
	E

	W by S  or  W x S  or  SW by W
	WSW

	W by N   or W x N or  NW by W
	WNW

	N by E    or N x E  or   NE by N
	NNE

	N by W  or N x W or  NW by N
	NNW

	E by N   or  E x N or   NE by E
	ENE

	E by S   or  E x S  or  SE by E
	ESE

	S by E   or  S x E  or  SE by S
	SSE

	S by W or  S x W  or  SW by S
	SSW


