BAMS 2522 B


Review of "New observations of old weather" by Philip Brohan and others. 

This is a very well written article which is appropriate for BAMS. 
I recommend that it be accepted with minor revisions. 

I list my suggestion revisions. They are roughly in decreasing order of importance. 

1.    On page 13 the authors state: "The improved coverage for the 1940s needs little elaboration …"  I disagree. I think it would be very useful to do a monthly or seasonal tropical anomaly map for the Pacific and Indian Ocean showing the original analysis and the analysis with the original and new data. This is important to see if the El Nino in this period is better resolved with the addition of the new data. This would make a stronger case for additional digitization. The authors should look over maps for this period and choose a good example. 

2.    Figure 5. I think a comment is necessary here on biases. For example the Wrestler has fairly large biases. Also choose another line color than yellow. It doesn't display well. 

3.    Figure 2.  How would the lieutenants, masters and captains logbooks be combined to eliminate duplicates? 

4.    Figure 8. Would the curves be very different if the "original" and "original + new" curves were plotted? It is not necessary to do add this to the figure. A comment would be sufficient. I suspect they would be almost identical. 

5.    Page 4. Based on figure 6, I think "vast" in line on page 1 is overstated. Perhaps "large" would be better. 

6.    Title. I recommend using "marine" in the title. Maybe "New marine observations of old weather." This would avoid reader confusion on the type of observations. 

7.    There is an extra "?" on page 7, line 8. 

8.    Page 17. Where is "Table Bay?"  South Africa?
