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Dear Dr Brohan,


I have received two reviews of the manuscript “New observations of old weather” by Brohan et al., BAMS 2522.  Both reviews (attached) were generally favorable but contain several suggestions you should address in a revised manuscript.  In addition, I suggest that you consider deferring the Introduction discussion of the earlier (pre-1850) ship observations to the last section (4 Conclusions) that might be re-titled “Discussion” or something similar.


Reviewer A provides a number of helpful comments.  In particular you will need to address the suggestion to include comparative analysis for the tropical Pacific with and without the additional data. The suggested comments on the magnitude of the ship bias are also needed.  Finally, I agree with the suggested title change.  As a land-based meteorologist the current title does not suggest sea surface temperature observations.


Reviewer B has provided a number of editorial comments as well as an annotated manuscript (attached).  This reviewer makes several suggestions to shorten, or sharpen, the text.  I agree with this reviewer’s overall goal to make a “crisper” paper but will allow that some of the suggestions are a mater of taste and style.  This reviewer, who identifies himself, suggests additional figures to illustrate data coverage for various time periods.  I urge you to consider this suggestion in the light of the suggestion by Reviewer A to illustrate how the additional data change the analysis.  Perhaps you could show data distribution and analyses on the same set of figures.   This reviewer also suggests the addition of several references and has editorial comments on selected text.


Please submit a revised manuscript within 6 weeks of receiving this review.  The revision should be accompanied by a point-by-point accounting of how you addressed each comment by both reviewers.  Thank you for submitting to the Bulletin of the American Meteorological Society.

Sincerely,

C. F. Ropelewski, Editor

Climate/Climate Variations 


