CAPTION

Figures ? a and b present the left-hand and right-hand facing pages from the logbook of HMS Rattlesnake for the period 3rd to 13th November 1797. This style of layout is typical of logbooks of the period. The entries for 3rd November read as follows:

Left-hand page: Winds SbE, South. Course S54W. Distance covered 86 (nm). Latitude 34.06 (S). Longitude 14.58 (E). Bearings Table Bay N86E Distance 56 leagues (162 miles).

Right-hand page: Frist part fresh gales and squally. Latter part more moderate. Made sail as necessary. Read Articles of War and mustered the Ship’s Company.
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Figure ?. A typical page from the logbook of a ship in the service of the East India Company, the Castle Huntley en route Bengal in April 1820 at which time she was sailing in the Indian Ocean. This layout was also used by some Royal Navy officers. Note should be taken of the greater volume of sub-daily wind and weather observations and of  ‘boxes’ for inclusion of barometer and thermometer readings.
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